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You Are Closer Than You Think.
9th August 2020
PSALM 5: For You, O LORD, will bless the righteous. With favour you will surround him as with a shield.

This 8th month of the year, may you get all that has eluded you from
January. This August, things shall augur well for you. 8 stands for new
beginning. May the Almighty God do a new thing (Isaiah 43.19) in your
life/family this month in Jesus Name. Amen

*TODAY’S WORD*
If one day, we all are allowed to put our problems on a table and exchange them, I'm sure
that after few minutes, everyone would silently take back their own and leave the table.
There is no such thing like a perfect life, nobody has it all together.
Just as our faces are different, so are our problems.
Never be envious of what someone else has. You don't know the price they paid to get it
and the price they are paying to keep it. You don't own half of the problems in this world.
While you are discreetly wishing to be like the other person, someone else is seriously
praying for that life you take for granted.
Sometimes the people you envy, are actually wishing they could have the life you live.
Be contented and cherish what you have. You can be anything you want, just don't be
ungrateful. *FOOD FOR THOUGHT CARTOON

Once you have been enthroned and have enjoyed a new level of success in warfare, you begin to believe for the
impossible. You begin to talk in signs and wonders. You have seen so many big enemies destroyed that nothing
seems hard anymore. You just walk into rooms and things begin to happen. When the widow of Zarephath told
Elijah that her son was dead, he didn't ask her any questions about how it happened. He didn't sit down with her
to console her. He simply said, "Give me your son." He carried the boy upstairs, laid him on the bed, laid on top of
the boy's body three times and uttered a few simple words. The boy came back to life. Elijah carried him back to
his mother and said. "Your son is alive." From beginning to end, the whole story probably took five minutes. That
is the power and authority attached to being a joint heir with Christ. You do not have time for argument or
questions; you just do it. You will learn how to push for the impossible this month in Jesus' Name.

2020 is perfect vision: Fear Not. The Lord will perfect all that concerns you and me in Jesus’ Mighty name. Amen

THE MANIFESTATION GIFTS XV
TEXT: Matthew 8:1-17
MEMORY VERSE: “How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with
power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil;
for God was with him.” Acts 10:38
INTRODUCTION: We shall consider today the second gift under the third category
of the manifestation gifts of the Holy Spirit. We shall be treating the manifestation
gift of healings.
LESSON IV: THE GIFTS OF POWER (OR DEEDS)
THE MANIFESTATION GIFT OF HEALINGS
1. INSTANCES OF THE MANIFESTATION OF HEALINGS
a. As it manifested in the life of Christ. Matthew 8:1-17
b. As it manifested in the Old Testament. II Kings 2:18-22, 5:9-15
2. DEFINITION OF MANIFESTATION GIFT OF HEALINGS
a. The gift of healings is a special work by which sickness is cured and the
individual is made whole. Success do come through careless, ignorance,
uncleanness, malnutrition and devil
b. The gift of healings is beyond the normal and natural abilities of man and
medicine.
c. It is a supernatural action of God’s healing power which destroys the
works of the devil in the human body.
3. FIVE BIBLICAL WAYS TO RECEIVE PHYSICAL HEALINGS
a. Individual prayer of faith. John 14:13-15
i.

Give examples of three people who through their faith received
healing during the Jesus Christ earthly ministry.

b. Collective prayer of faith. Matthew 18:19
i.

Give examples where collective prayers of people have set people free
from the bondage and sickness.

c. Calling for the elders to anoint the sick and pray. James 5:13-15.
d. The manifestation of the gift of healings. I Cor. 12:9.
e. God’s personal mercy revealed on the recipient. Luke. 13:10-17, John 5:1-9
i.

POINT: All the five of the above are subject to the will of God and
the leading of the Holy Spirit, not what the individuals presume.

CONCLUSION: We shall conclude the discussion on the manifestation gift of healing in
the next lesson.

Birthdays
Dearly beloved, the Lord our helper will contend against all that
contend against you and give you all round VICTORY and favour
you in Jesus mighty name.
I pray as gold is special among metals, diamond among stones
and eagle among birds, so shall the Lord make *YOU SPECIAL*
among the living. When you get to the cross road of life *(Isaiah
30:21)*, God shall direct you, there shall be divine solutions to
every challenges before you and every areas of your needs in
Jesus Name, Amen.
Rejoice! 😁.
In the name that is above all other names, I pray that Jesus will be
moved to settle you and sort your issues out miraculously, even at
the hour of hopelessness. Your need shall be met according to
God's riches in the heavenly glory. You are what, who and where
you are by God's everlasting grace and mercy. Glory! Hallelujah!
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CHOOSING ETERNAL LIFE
Let’s start with the bad news: We are all born physically alive but dead to the things of God.
Every one of us starts existence in a condition of sinfulness that separates us from the Lord. Our
unrighteousness automatically places us under His judgment and wrath.
Now for the good news: Salvation means communion with God forever.
By trusting in the Saviour’s sacrifice on our behalf, we are saved—in other words, we receive the
eternal life of Jesus through His Spirit. At that moment, intimacy with God begins here on earth,
and it continues forever in heaven.
Keep in mind that there is an enemy who wants us to think physical death is the end of life. But
Scripture tells us the truth: Eternity will be spent either with God in heaven or in a permanent
hell, separated from Him.
Our response to the salvation Jesus offers is the deciding factor with regard to our ultimate
destination. If we reject His sacrifice, then there is no forgiveness of sins and no relationship
with God through the Holy Spirit.

But if, by faith, we accept Christ’s payment for our sins and receive Him as Lord, then we
will enter into an everlasting home with our heavenly Father.
The choice is yours to make: What will eternity look like for you?

2020 is perfect vision. May our sight focus on the Lord and living
according to His perfect vision for us.

Why did Jesus have to Die?

Why Is Jesus Christ’s Blood So Powerful?

Jesus is our living Saviour!
Jesus was crucified about nine o'clock in the
morning. He died about three o'clock in the
afternoon. From noon until three o'clock, there
was darkness over the face of the earth. Jesus
cried out, "Father, into Your hands I commend My
spirit." The God-man had died.
Jesus died on the cross, but He did not stay dead.
He rose from the grave on the third day. He is
our living Saviour! God has promised eternal life
to all who take Him as their Saviour.
Can God really make His children alive again after
death? Yes, He can! We know He can because He
raised His Son from the dead. Jesus said, "Because
I live, you shall live also" (John 14:19).

The death of Jesus is meaningless to many people. The mention of
Christ’s blood is distasteful to them. The message of Jesus death, His
blood and the work of redemption are still foolishness to a people
who would like to believe that man could save himself by his own
goodness.

The first shedding of blood
In the book of Genesis chapter 3:7, we learn that Adam and Eve were
naked and ashamed when they disobeyed God. ‘So they sewed fig
leaves together to make themselves loincloths.’ For the first time,
blood was shed that the nakedness of Adam and Eve might be
covered. ‘Yahweh made clothes out of skins for man and his wife and
they put them on.’ (Gen.3:21).

Jesus Blood – The object of our faith
Man is unable to redeem himself because he is a sinner. By shedding
His blood, Christ became the ‘way’ to provide forgiveness for sin,
there by satisfying the holy demands of the Heavenly Father. This is
why St. John says, ‘He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not
for ours only but for the sins of the whole world.’ (1Jn.2:2). Jesus
blood is the object of our faith, as St. Paul states, ‘And we are justified
through the free gifts of His grace by being redeemed in Christ Jesus
who was appointed by God to sacrifice His life so as to win
reconciliation through faith.’ (Rm.3:25).

What happens when a Christian dies?
He goes to be with Jesus in Heaven! The
body is laid in the grave, but the person—soul
and spirit—goes immediately to be with Jesus.
If you have taken Christ as your Saviour, you do
not have to fear death. For the child of God,
death is like walking from one place into another.
We go from this life with all its sorrow and
suffering into Heaven, to be forever with Jesus
and with our loved ones who trusted Jesus as
their Saviour.
When Jesus comes again, He will give us
wonderful, new, resurrection bodies like His
glorious resurrection body. What will we be like
then? We will be like Jesus!

1. 1. The Son of God died a terrible, lonely death
on the cross, forsaken by His friends, His
disciples, and by God Himself.
2.
3. 2. God put His Son on the cross, because there
was no other way we could be saved. Men
could never have crucified God's Son had it not
been His will.
4.
5. 3. It was our sins that made Christ's death
necessary. God is perfectly satisfied with the
sacrifice which He Himself provided. He
forgives the sins of every person who takes
Jesus as his Saviour.

Without the Blood of Jesus Christ and His grace it would be
impossible for man to have victory over sin. And during the Last
Supper, Our Lord offered Himself in an unbloody yet real sacrifice
when He uttered the following words, ‘For this is my blood of the
new testament, which shall be shed for many unto remission of sins.’
(Matt. 26:28). Truly, this ‘shedding of blood’ or ‘pouring out of
blood’ took place and formed one of the glorious mysteries of our
faith.

Why is there Power in Precious Blood of Jesus
Christ?
There is power in the Precious Blood of Jesus because the Blood
represents His Divine Life. The blood that Christ shed right from the
time of His circumcision till His death on Calvary was not that of
goats and bulls, but His very own divine life blood. ‘Without
shedding of blood there is no forgiveness’ (Heb.9:22).
In the Old Testament, the forgiveness of sins is related to the slain
animals symbolically bore the punishment for sin that the people
deserved. People were forgiven and pardoned for their sins, but the
blood of their sacrifice did not justify them. But the death of Jesus
Christ who knew no sin, who was Holy and blameless and pure, was
able to pay the penalty for our sins. This one sacrifice Christ
accomplished ‘once for all’ brings us back into fellowship with God.
This ransom penalty was paid for every believer in Christ and the
entire world over.
The believer is not only a pardoned sinner, but also a justified saint
declared righteous in the sight of God, because the benefits of Christ
death at Calvary have been applied to his account. ‘Having died to
make as righteous, is it likely that he would now fail to save us from
God’s anger? For the power of the Precious Blood to be appropriated
in one’s life, one has to turn to Christ in sincere faith and repentance.
It is said that the Blessed Virgin venerated the Most precious Blood
of her infant Son on the day of His circumcision as she collected the
first relics of His Precious Blood on a piece of cloth.
On that momentous occasion she united her tears with that of the
Word Incarnate on account of not so much of the sensible pain but
of His supernatural sorrow for the hard-heartedness of mortals.

** Some lessons for all.
My mother graduated in 1965 and got a teaching job at Government College, Ibadan. The teachers were
given car loans and she bought a brand new Opel Kadett. They were to pay back the loan over 4 years.
However, one of the teachers took half of the money the others took as loan. Bought a fairly used car and
got a driver.
So, when other teachers would drive to school and park their brand new cars, his driver would drop him off
in the morning and come pick him at closing. My mum said they laughed at him, calling him "Acting Big
Man" because he got a driver. But he'd just smile.
One day, one of the teachers had cause to go out of the school during school hours. He returned to report
that he saw his colleague's driver using his car as a taxi! When they "reported" his driver to him, he said he
was aware- that was why he hired a driver. Why park a car for 6-8 hours, when it can be making money for
you?
The other teachers were stunned: suddenly, he didn't look as stupid as they thought!
Now, because of the extra income from using his car as a taxi, he was able to pay back the loan in a year...
By the 2nd year, he bought a 2nd car to add to his taxi fleet.
By the 3rd year, he bought 2 more taxis!
By the 4th year when my mum and others finished paying their loans, this guy had 6 taxis.
Then he bought a brand new Opel Kadett, the newer model! Other cars were 4 years old.
My mum said that was the moment they realised who was smart and who was foolish among them all.
This happened 1965-1970.
I was born in 1968, in the midst of this. That story was told me in 1979 when I entered secondary school. It
has remained with me since then. Today, I see too many young folks more interested in spending the
money they don't have to buy the things they don't need to impress people who don't like them. Too many
people living fake lives in these days of social media.
The Hushpuppi generation: fake it till you make it. I've seen people pose by cars they don't own to take
pictures and post on social media. Young people don't seem to understand discretion: the competition to
outdo each other in the "I've arrived" ranking is just too much. My niece, an undergraduate asked me to
buy her a phone. I asked what type she wanted: she mentioned a type, I checked the price: 300k! Now, I use
an Infinix Hot 5 worth 35k, thereabouts- it was even a gift by one of my site contractors. But this 20-yearold girl wants to use a 300k phone! Something is definitely wrong somewhere...!
Seriously, we can't continue like this. My generation is halfway out. I am afraid for the younger generation,
those aged 16-30. I honestly don't know what this world would be like when they are in their 50s and 60s.
*DO
NOT LEAVE THIS STORY UNREAD, NO MATTER HOW MANY TIMES YOU’VE READ IT BEFORE*
May God's mercy prevails upon them, may He give them sense. Amen.
A woman baked bread for members of her family and an extra one for a hungry passer-by. She kept the extra bread on
Let me add: Mike Murdock says, "A foolish man will enjoy a perfect today and lose a perfect tomorrow.
the Window-sill, for whosoever would take it away. Every day, a hunch-back came and took away the bread. Instead of
A
wise man will forfeit a perfect today to gain a perfect tomorrow.
expressing gratitude, he muttered the following words as he went his way: "The evil you do remains with you: The good
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uttered the words: "The evil you do, remains with you: The good you do, comes back to you!" The woman felt irritated.
"Not a word of gratitude," she said to herself... "Every day this hunch-back utters this jingle! What does he mean? "
One day, out of desperation, she decided to do away with him. "I shall get rid of this hunch-back," she said. And what
did she do? She added poison to the bread she prepared for him! As she was about to keep it on the window sill, her
hands trembled. "What is this I am doing?" she said. Immediately she threw the bread into the fire, prepared another
one and kept it on the window- sill. As usual, the hunch-back came, picked up the bread and muttered the words: "The
evil you do, remains with you: The good you do, comes back to you!" The hunch-back proceeded on his way, blissfully
unaware of the war raging in the mind of the woman. Every day, as the woman placed the bread on the window-sill, she
offered a prayer for her son who had gone to a distant place to seek his fortune. For many months, she had no news of
him... She prayed for his safe return.
That evening, there was a knock on the door. As she opened it, she was surprised to find her son standing in the
doorway... He had grown thin and lean. His garments were tattered and torn. He was hungry, starved and weak. As he
saw his mother, he said, "Mom, it's a miracle I'm here. While I was but a mile away, I was so hungry that I collapsed. I
would have died, but just then an old hunch-back passed by. I begged of him for a small part of his food, and he was
kind enough to give me whole bread. "As he gave it to me, he said, "This is what I eat every day: today, I shall give it to
you, for your need is greater than mine!" "As the mother heard those words, her face turned pale and red. She leaned
against the door for support.
She remembered the poisoned bread that she had made that morning. Had she not burnt it in the fire, it would have
been eaten by her own son, and he would have lost his life! It was then that she realized the significance of the words:
"The evil you do remains with you: The good you do, comes back to you!"
Do good and; don’t ever stop doing good, even if it’s not appreciated at that time.

*WHAT CHANGED MY LIFE FEW YEARS AGO
Listen SON, your antagonist will increase at every second of your progress-- my entrepreneur mentor said
some few years ago. As he walked through the environment, he said, walk with me. I have something to
show you.
He went to the mango tree at the backyard, and requested I pluck a fruit from the tree. Actually the ripe
one.
I looked carefully and replied; sir, I can't see any ripe one here. He stared at me for few seconds, this time,
my heartbeat increased. He has actually warned me to be prudent like King Solomon anytime I come close to
him *because the race is not for the ignorant anymore*.
I adjusted my breath for another few seconds, I said again, sir, I can't find any ripe MANGO. Beautiful, he
said, with a confident tone. Then he continued, nobody will know you when you are not ripe Nobody will
attack you when your glory isn't showing. At this stage, *you are like the unripe fruit which is to be ignored,
deserted, overlooked because you are not nutritional*
Here is your first lesson son, don't fight to be seen or noticed, rather work on your fruit to be ripe. It's the
nature of human to ignore people that are not productive. *To be noticed, work more on your seed and the
roots it had produced under the ground*
Come with me, this time, he took me to another tree, full of ripe fruits. Look around here and pluck two
fruits for me. I look critically at the coconut tree, it was tall and uneasy to get, so I carefully took a big stick
and hit it from afar, it fell to the ground so loud. Then I gave the two fruits to him. Then he said,
"Here is it son, the riper you become, the more enemies you attract just like the coconut tree". It is the
nature of human to come looking for you because you are ripe. They attack you just like you attacked the
coconut tree.
Don't be moved, it is your right to fulfil destiny no matter the attack on you, keep growing. You are growing
for two purposes:
----1 as a shade for those that are helpless to hide and
---2, as a food for those that are hungry, to eat and have their living
Understand this, *your COURSE is beyond the attacker. Grow your lens of reasoning if you will last long as a
fruitful tree*.
You see that coconut tree, no matter how many you pluck, it won't dry up because of you. It will keep
producing more coconut fruits. It is because it produces more that makes it relevant in my compound. If not,
I would have uprooted it a long time ago. Just because your partner betray your love doesn't stop you from
loving someone else. You are productive, and you need to show your commitments as a tree that is fruitful
not as a tree that dries up because of one person that plugs from it.
Just because someone defrauds you is not enough reason not to trust again. Trust is part of what makes
your tree productive. Keep trusting till it get you to your breakthrough. Just because a business partner
betrays you doesn't mean your business should close down. Because people don't like what you do is not
enough reason not to like yourself. Be your first admirer. Treat yourself with so much love and respect.
*Nature will command people to take the course of likeness on you as you remain focused and enduring*
See son, look at that bitter leaf at the other side of the compound, go and taste it. I moved a bit and I said,
sir, I don't really like it. He smiled and said, son,
This shows it is not everyone that will like what you do, but you must never allow that determines how you
grow.
That bitter leaf is never scared of growing no matter the hatred you have towards it because surely one day
you will come looking for it and it will be your only saviour at that time. You will give 'it' all the attention
you thought you couldn't give.
Don't stop growing son. When your enemies increase for no reason, pay attention, your success is taking
another dimension they can't handle, the effect is dimensional. The bitter leaf will attract enemies because
of the kind of projection and growth it takes but sooner, it will be the ultimate search for many in few
months to come. You are an ultimate search for someone tomorrow, so learn to improve your skills of
growth today.
You are not growing to compete with the next person. Coconut tree doesn't compete with Apple tree, their
season of growth and cycle is different. Learn to apply this in your journey as you move on this year.

PRAYER POINTS
*GOD IS FAITHFUL*
The Lord God Almighty fought for the
children of Israel and gave them victory over
Pharaoh King of Egypt and that way put a
new song in their mouths. In that glorious
battle, He hurled both the horse and its rider
into the sea and caused them to perish.
This is overwhelming evidence that God is
faithful to every promise He has made
concerning His people.
So, no matter who your enemies may be or
those behind them, you will jubilate over
them because the Lord will give you victory
over them. The Lord will do the same against
your haters, antagonists and all your
adversaries. They shall become raw
materials for your testimony in Jesus name.
Just be assured that by the faithfulness in
God’s promise, He will see you through every
rough road, in Jesus name.
All you have to do is to always go to God in
prayer reminding Him of His faithfulness and
you will see Him performing His mercy as
promised to our fathers.
What is beauty to you? We don’t agree on what constitutes physical
beauty. This reflects God’s own estimation that beauty is more than skin
deep: it is located within a person’s hidden depths.
Our eyes need opening to find God’s beauty in someone, while the Holy
Spirit invites us to collaborate and nurture our inner beauty.
God has slowly opened my eyes to determining beauty. It’s not based upon
any criteria I’d assumed. External beauty is, of course, attractive, not just
physical beauty but that of art, literature, music, in fact across all of culture.

1. O God my Father, I bless your
wonderful name for your mercies since
the turn of the year, in Jesus name.
2. I thank you for fighting all my battle
and giving me victory over my
adversaries, haters, despisers and
mockers, in Jesus name.
3. I thank you for not allowing the
program and plan of the devil to succeed
against me, in Jesus name.
4. I terminate every mandate and
program of the enemy against my life
and withdraw my name from every
satanic register.
5. I take my finances, my health and my
promotion back from the enemy's camp
by fire in Jesus' Name.
7. I refuse to be harvested by my
enemies. Father, release Your protection
over me.
8. Every curse or evil covenant working
against any department of my life and
my double portion, scatter by fire.
9. Holy Spirit, empower me to connect
with You more this month and protect
me from every plot, ploy, plan and
scheme of the enemy.
10. You household wickedness assigned
to take my life, fall and die by fire.
11. I fire back all satanic arrows of
spiritual wickedness against my life in
Jesus' Name.
12. Holy Ghost fire, torment my
tormentors. Let the roast and die by fire.

CARTOON

Yet, God’s words to Samuel still resonate today: don’t judge a book by its
cover. I am invited to take time, to perceive and discover the hidden beauty,
the God seed, that’s so often overlooked.
The shame of it is that individuals often fail to see their own beauty, having
become so used to being ignored by a society consumed by its search for
externals and the immediate gratification they appear to offer.
And if I cannot see my own beauty, how can I perceive beauty in anyone
else? But we are invited to take a journey with Jesus in recognising and
revealing the true beauty with which we’re surrounded every day.
Take your time to discover how beautiful you are to God. And as you accept
your own beauty, give thanks and go in search of the real beauty in this
world.
I am now far slower to speak and make all-encompassing statements. God
has quietened me and instructed me to seek the hidden inner beauty of
each and every person.

Saints of God, we are in the
midst of so many people
who are envious and jealous
of our promotion, increase,
advancement, and good
news. They will do
everything in their power to
discourage us from pressing
forward with our dreams
and visions. We have to
separate ourselves from
them as much as possible.

LAUGHTER’s THE BEST

As you step into this new week it will be
into glory, favour, peace, rest, promotion
upliftment, miracles and abundant
blessings all round for you. It will be a
week of joy and victory. The lord will
grant you every of your hearts desires. In
Jesus Mighty Name. Amen.

