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PSALM 5: For You, O LORD, will bless the righteous. With favour you will surround him as with a shield. 

Still wondering about 2020: Fear Not. The Lord’s perfect will for you is on its way in Jesus’ Mighty name. amen. 

*TODAY’S REFELECTION*                                  
Last week I went to my tailor's and met 

a 74 year old man, who was there to 

repair the tailor's generator. While 

talking he said that being at the tailor's 

reminded him of an incident when he 

was 3 or 4.  

His mother bought a beautiful piece of 

fabric and told him she was going to 

get it made into a lovely outfit for him.  

One day afterwards he went to the 

tailor's and found the fabric cut into 

several pieces. He ran home to tell his 

mother that the fabric had been 

destroyed, crying along the way. But 

his mother gently explained the 

process of dress-making to him, saying 

something along the lines of, *for you 

to get that outfit you want, it has to 

first be cut into pieces and then sown 

together to become whole again*. 

By the time the gentleman finished 

speaking I knew I had received a life 

lesson. Sometimes you pray to God for 

Him to make something of your life.  

But when you look at that life it seems 

like everything is in pieces, that it is a 

mess because things seem all over the 

place; nothing seems to make sense; 

nothing seems to be coming together.  

 

But like a tailor, God has cut the fabric 

of your life into many pieces.  

And while you experience this 

disjointed feeling, He is actually 

putting the pieces together in the 

proper way, not necessarily the way 

you thought of, to make a beautiful 

outfit, one far better than you ever 

imagined. 

Wherever you currently find yourself in 

the tailoring process, my counsel to 

you is *to hold on. GOD has not 

finished with you yet. He is at work, 

working towards making you whole 

again, and more beautiful than you can 

ever imagine*  

If, like the infant version of the elderly 

gentleman, *you feel the urge to cry, 

follow his example and run into the 

arms of the One who loves you above 

all others, and let HIM lovingly 

reassure you that all is well and going 

according to HIS ultimate plan !!!!!!!  

*Life Goes On........*Remain blessed! 

 

 

 

 

 

I see someone here jumping and 

screaming, GOD has done it for me oh. 

💃💃💃💃💃Who is that Person so we 

can celebrate together. 

 

At 78, Joe Biden becomes the OLDEST 

1st-Term President, from being the 

6th Youngest Senator at 30 in 1972. 

● His wife, Nelia and daughter, Naomi 

died in a car crash and His two sons 

were badly injured in 1977.  

● In 2015, his son Beau died of brain 

cancer and Joe had 2 brain surgeries. 

● In 2016, after serving as Obama’s 

vice, he was snubbed in favour of 

Hillary Clinton for presidential ticket.  

● In 2020, he was consistently mocked 

for being old by Trump and for his 

gaffes during public speeches.  

● This same man has garnered the 

most votes ever recorded in any US 

Presidential Election 

● He has turned Georgia, a Traditional 

Red State-Republican to Democratic 

State-Blue.  

● The question is, *what has God seen 

in this man who suffered life 

tragedies, was not an excellent 

student, not eloquent but rather 

possess signs of cognitive decline and 

certainly very old by the time he 

enters office-oldest President to 

assume office in the US..?* 

The answer is,   *D E S T I N Y* 

Whatever deformity you possess, 

whether ex-convict status, lack of 

intelligence, lack of education, poor 

background, gender inequality, creed, 

sexual orientation, etc., focus on your 

dreams, if it is your destiny no one can 

stop you.  

Though weeping may endure for a 

night, be sure that joy comes in the 

morning. 

When God says YES, who can say NO.? 
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   THE PURPOSE OF CHURCH LEADERSHIP II 

Text: Acts 14:19 – 23 

MEMORY VERSE:  “This is a true saying, if a man desires the office of a bishop, he desires 

a good work.” I Timothy 3:1. 

 

INTRODUCTION:  
A study of the New Testament clearly shows that there are two offices  

set by God in the Church to rule and serve His people. These two offices  

are Elders and Deacons.  The former is to rule while the latter is to serve.   

Ministerial gift is neither an office nor a title, it is a gift. 

 

LESSON 

THE CHURCH LEADERS (CONT’D) 

1. The Fivefold Ministry. Eph. 4:11-13 
a. They are “grace given gifts” from the risen Christ.  They are His gifts to the 

Church. 

b. These are His instruments to perfect the Church here on earth. 

c. They are servants and leaders to the Church. They are neither titles nor offices but 

gifts. 

 

2. Elders 
a. They are “Presbuteros (Greek)” meaning “Aged” (Titus 1:5, Acts 20:17) and 

“Episkopos (Greek) meaning “an Overseer” (Titus 1:7, Acts 20:28). They constitute 

the authority of a Local Church.  

b. They were chosen by the Holy Spirit (Acts 20:28}, ordained by the Apostles (Acts 

14:23). The word “ordain” in the Greek language is “Kathistem” which can also be 

translated “appoint.”  It means to stand for the recognition of the assembly of those 

who have already been raised up and qualified by the Holy Spirit. 

c. Their work is to oversee, an oversee (oversight function), lead (set a pace example) 

and feed the flock. Acts 20:28, I Peter 5:1-3. 

 

3. Deacons 
a. Deacon from the Greek word “Diakonos” means “a servant of the people.  “A servant 

of the church, serving people, socially handling temporal things in the Church. 

b. They were chosen by the people having met the qualification for it. 

c. The work of a Deacon is to look after the physical, temporal, material things of the 

Church while the Eldership position is to handle the spiritual aspect (care) of the 

church.  Elders are the church administrator. 

 

4. Leadership through age - yesteryear experience. Job 8:8-10, 12:12, 32:6-8, Proverb 

16:3, 20:28, I Timothy 5:1, Titus 2:1-7. 

 

CLASS DISCUSSION 
1. Who is an Elder and a Deacon 

2. How were the elders and Deacon chosen in the New Testament? 

3. Enumerate the work of Elders and Deacons. 

 

CONCLUSION:  The purpose of Church Leaders is to see to the  

functioning of the spiritual gifts in the church.  Today, we have  

concluded the topic on the purpose of Church leaders. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

      
MADE IN THE IMAGE OF GOD 
Genesis 1:26-27 
 

In the beginning God created Adam and Eve 

in His image.  

 

That likeness, however, was soon marred by 

sin, and the ripple effect continues in 

humanity to this day.  

 

The Lord was gracious, however, and didn’t 

wipe out the human race; instead, He set in 

motion a redemptive plan to rescue anyone 

willing to repent. 

 

Someday all who have trusted in Jesus 

Christ for salvation will be fully restored to 

God’s image.  

 

In the meantime, the heavenly Father is 

moulding believers into the likeness of His 

Son.  

 

It’s a process that will continue until we 

each receive our new eternal body and, like 

a flawless mirror, reflect a true image of 

our Lord.  

 

But while we remain on earth, we are called 

to reveal Jesus to those in our sphere of 

influence. 

 

Like any parent, God the Father is pleased 

to see His children maturing to look more 

like Christ, and to that end He continually 

works in us.  

 

Becoming more and more like Him should be 

our goal as well, because nothing can 

compare to the joy we will have when we 

eventually stand before God in heaven, fully 

restored to resemble Him. 

 
 

Birthdays 

Sr Oluwasefunmi Fatoki. 8th Dec 

Victor Olubunmi.             27th Dec 
 
Wedding Anniversaries:     

Mr & Mrs Oshinfodunrin.      12th Dec 
 
If your name is not included and your 
birthday or wedding anniversary is soon, 
see the pastor.  

 

 

 
Majestic Creator, Wonderful Saviour, we thank you this morning and we 

rest assured that all of our days are held in Your hand, crafted into Your 

perfect plan for us. As we lift our hearts and voices to You today, Lord, 

open up our minds, bodies, and souls to receive the inflow of great 

wisdom of Your Word and overflowing, unspeakable joy. Let it rain 

down from the heavens to touch each of us in a special way. Continue 

to pour out Your Grace and Mercies in the name of Jesus.  

We thank You for all You have done for us and we praise Your Holy 

Name. Lord, nothing is hidden from You, for Your Blessed Spirit runs to 

and fro throughout the whole earth. You know our hearts and our 

desires. Your eyes behold both good and evil of the land. Father, You 

and Your angels battle on our behalf when our hearts are focused on 

You and You alone. You are always on our side. Though Life may consist 

of many battles, for us, only victory lies ahead because of Your mercy 

and grace. What a great privilege it is to be Your child, oh loving Father, 

Father, help us fight against the evil spirits of this world. We bind every 

demonic force brought against us, they shall not prevail. Every attack 

against our families, finance, our health, our minds, our relationships 

and our joy shall not prevail in the name of Jesus. Hallelujah!  

We declare today that we are victorious and we take dominion over the 

devil and his lies through Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour. Victory is 

ours in Jesus mighty name Amen. 

 

  



 

  
               7 REASONS WHY DEGREE HOLDERS ARE POOR?* 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

BASICALLY, there seven reasons why degree holders are poor. 

*1. THEY DON’T THINK BEYOND THEIR CERTIFICATES* 

Albert Einstein said, “Education is not the learning of facts, but the training of the mind to think.” Have you ever heard creativity 

term “Think outside the box”? One of the major reasons why most graduates are poor is simply because they can’t see and think 

beyond their certificates. I have seen engineering students work as bankers. I have seen medical doctors with great skills in web 

and graphic designs. I have seen lawyers that are very dexterous with finances. The list is endless! The basic truth of life is that 

the skills that are needed to be much sought after and become more successful in life are not really found within the walls of the 

classrooms. Your certificate is just a proof that you are teachable, it does not suggest what you are totally capable of doing. You 

are full of possibilities when you think beyond your degrees and certificates. 

*2. THEY PRIORITIZE THEIR CERTIFICATES MORE THAN THEIR GIFTS AND TALENTS* 

I have often advised some of my colleagues, never to leave their gifts dormant while pursuing and hunting for jobs with their 

certificates. There must be a complementary balance in the pursuit of your passion and in the search for jobs. 

Everybody is gifted for something, but the winning edge comes from our ability to work on our gifts and bless the world with it. 

The very best way to develop yourself is in the direction of your natural talents and interest. In order to live a fulfilled and 

impactful life, we need to work harder on our gift than our job. We need to discover our gift, develop it, and sell it. Don’t bury 

your TALENT with your certificates. 

*3. THEIR CERTIFICATES PREPARE THEM FOR A WORLD THAT NO LONGER EXIST* 

It has been found that most of the skills taught in schools are becoming obsolete in the present world. The world has changed a 

lot, and so are people’s need! It is imperative to know that the present form of university education does not prepare students 

for the future. Graduates are becoming endangered species in the face of a changing world. Our archaic methods and approaches 

of learning are preparing graduates for a world that no longer exist, as we are churning out degree holders every year with 

certificates that have face value but no intrinsic worth. Most learning institutions are filled up with lecturers and pseudo-

educators with lecture notes, methods and approaches that have lost relevance in a changing world. 

*4. THEY KNOW LESS ABOUT THEMSELVES BUT MORE ABOUT THINGS* 

Certificates and degrees don’t reveal people to themselves; they at most measure our IQ (Intelligent Quotient). I have often tell 

people that there is no Recovery without Discovery. A poor man is simply someone that has not discovered himself. The more 

you discover yourself, the more you realize the treasures that are hidden deep within you. We carry inside ourselves latent 

treasures that can only be unveiled through self-discovery. 

*5. CERTIFICATES AND DEGREES CAN KILL INITIATIVES* 

Degrees and certificates can close up your minds to ideas while initiatives open it up. If you are not careful, your degrees and 

certificates can close up your mind. The purpose of education is to keep your mind perpetually opened towards limitless 

possibilities! Fred Smith saw an opportunity for overnight delivery of anything anywhere in the USA, and ultra- fast delivery 

anywhere in the world, FedEx was born. It will be interesting to know that Fred Smith got a grade “C” in a Yale economics class 

for an idea that the professor belittled as unworkable.  

Fred Smith’s company became the first American business to make over ten billion dollars in annual profit. Beginning with just 

186 packages delivered the first night, FedEx now delivers in over two hundred countries using over 6,030 aircraft, 46,000 

vehicles and 141,000 employees. 

*6. DEGREES AND CERTIFICATES POSITION YOU TO LOOK FOR JOBS AND NOT FOR OPPORTUNITIES* 

Our certificates and degrees prepare graduates to look for jobs and not open our eyes to life-changing opportunities. You are not 

poor because you don’t have a job; you are poor because you are not seeing and seizing opportunities. Being POOR is simply 

passing over Opportunities Repeatedly! What keeps people ahead in life is not their education or degrees, it is simply the 

opportunity that they seized. Jobs may be scarce but not opportunities. As long as there is a problem to be solved, there will 

always be opportunities. It is a waste of our education, exposure, and experiences if after we graduate from school, all we think 

about is searching for a job. An enlightened and educated mind should be able to see and seize opportunities. 

*7. CERTIFICATES AND DEGREES PREPARE PEOPLE TO LOOK FOR SECURITY AND NOT TO TAKE RISKS* 

We must be willing to make mistakes and take breakthrough risks. Taking risks and learning from mistakes help us in knowing 

what works and what does not! When Thomas Edison was being questioned by a mischievous journalist on how he felt for having 

failed for 999 times before getting the idea of the light bulb, his response stunned the whole world when he confidently said, “I 

have not failed 999 times, I have only learned 999 ways of how not to make a light bulb”. 

Many graduates and degree holders are becoming progressively poor because the skills required in the modern world to get rich 

are not taught in schools and institutions. By 2025, we’ll lose over five million jobs to automation. This means that future jobs 

will look vastly different by the time many people graduate from the university. *Future jobs will involve KNOWLEDGE 

PRODUCTION/CREATION* and innovation, and people that are only equipped with skills found in the classroom will definitely be 

a misfit in an ever-changing world. Skills like critical thinking, creativity, people’s skill, STEM skills (e.g. Coding), complex 

problem-solving skills etc. are central to living a more comprehensive and productive life. 

*8 THEREFORE,* in conclusion, my humble and candid advice to graduates and students in institutions is to think wide, deep and 

outside the box. Take volunteer jobs, and don’t be afraid to navigate fields that are different from your field of learning. Your 

future career will require you to pull information from many different fields to come up with creative solutions to future 

problems. Start by reading as much as you can about anything and everything that interests you. Once you get to college, 

consider double majoring or minoring in completely different fields. Trust me, it’ll pay off in the long run. 

 

Don’t limit yourself to the classroom. Do something practical. Take a leadership position. Start a business and fail; that’s a better 

entrepreneurship. Contest an election and lose. It will teach you something political science will not teach you. Attend a seminar. 

Read books outside the scope of your course. Think less of becoming an excellent student, but think more of becoming an 

excellent person. Don’t make the classroom your world, but make the world your classroom. Step forward and try something 

extra. Invest in something you believe! Real financial security and freedom is not in your job, but in your passion, gifts, talents, 

and your ability to see and seize opportunities. 

 



 

  
 

 

 



 

  
 

    Prophecies The Antichrist Will Fulfil- Part 2 

              
(Continued from last week) 
 

13. He will have a fierce countenance – Daniel 8:23 
14. He will understand puzzling things – Daniel 8:23 
15. He will cause craft to prosper – Daniel 8:25 
It is interesting to note the definition of the word 
“craft” here. It is 4820 mirmah (meer-maw’); from 
7411 in the sense of deceiving; fraud: KJV– craft, 
deceit (-ful, -fully), false, feigned, guile, subtly, 
treachery. No wonder, for the Bible says that he is 
the father of lies. So his policy or his success will 
make it possible for his deception of the world to 
prosper. God said that if you do not believe the 
truth, that he would send strong delusion that you 
should believe a lie. 
16. He apparently assumes world dominating power 
3 1/2 years after he confirms the covenant. He then 
will continue to reign for 42 months – Revelations 
13:5 
17. The Abomination of Desolation is the event that 
signals the beginning of this final 42 months – 
Daniel 9:27 
It is interesting to note, that many scholars believe 
that at the Abomination of Desolation is when 
Revelations 12:7-10 occurs. At which point the 
Antichrist becomes “possessed” by Satan himself 
and then forces the Mark or death upon everybody. 
18. He opposes God – 2 Thessalonians 2:4 
19. He will speak marvellous things against the God 
of gods – Daniel 11:36 
20. He will exalt himself above all that is called God 
– 2 Thessalonians 2:4 
21. He will sit in the temple of God – 2 
Thessalonians 2:4 
22. He will claim to be God (or an incarnation of 
God) – 2 Thessalonians 2:4 
23. He will take away the daily sacrifices from the 
temple – Daniel 11:31 
24. He will plant the tabernacles of his palace 
between the seas in the glorious holy mountain – 
Daniel 11:45 
It would seem here that the Antichrist will setup 
small “fortifications” in between the sea and 
Jerusalem, to help keep control over things in 
distant areas away from the main offices. 
25. He will have power to make war with the saints 
and to overcome them – Revelations 13:7 
26. He will continue this war with the saints for 3 
1/2 years – Daniel 7:21, 25 
27. This time of Great Tribulation is launched upon 
the Earth by the Antichrist at the Abomination of 
Desolation. – Matthew 24:15, 21. 
Up until this time, it would seem that he is a man of 
peace and not war. But now he shows his true 
colours. Perhaps is possessed by Satan himself at 
this point as well. Which would account for the false 
front being dropped at this time. 
28. During this time, the Antichrist will scatter the 
power of the holy people – Daniel 12:7 
29. He will rule a mighty and strong kingdom – 
Daniel 7:7 
30. He was given power over all kindreds, tongues 
and nations – Revelations 13:7 
(Continue next week) 

 

   

God's Greatest Gift 

 

Being a child of God is the most wonderful thing 

in all the world, but the Christian life is not easy.  

 

My Heavenly Father knows this, and He has a 
wonderful answer for my needs. 

 

• What is God's greatest gift to me? 

• What is the secret of victory in the 

Christian life? 

 

God has done many, many wonderful things 
for me. He forgave me of all my sins. He took 

me out of Adam's sinful family and put me in 

Christ's family.  

 
He has made me His child. He loves me and 

accepts me as He loves and accepts His own Son, 

the Lord Jesus. 

 
As wonderful as these things are, they are not 

God's greatest gift to us. 

 

What is God's greatest gift? 

 

 
 
God's greatest gift to us is Christ! God's 

priceless gift to every person is His Son. The Bible 
says, "Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable gift" (2 

Corinthians 9:15).  

 

God gave Jesus to us to be our Saviour. On our 

part, we must receive Him as our own Saviour. 
 

How did I become a Christian? I became a 

Christian by receiving Jesus into my heart. When 

Jesus "knocked" at the door of my heart, I invited 
Him into my heart. What did He do? He came in 

just as He said He would. 

 

I was born into God's family by receiving the Lord 
Jesus as my Saviour.  

 

That is the only way that anyone can become a 

child of God.  
 

The Bible says, "As many as received Him, to them 

gave the power to become the sons [children] of 

God…" (John 1:12). 
 

 



 

  
 

 

 
 

GOD GIVES CLEAR SIGNS TO THOSE WHO NEED THEM  
Susan Wright, 75, is the mother of five children and grandmother to nine. She has battled dyslexia and low 
self-esteem, but has held onto God’s faithfulness through the trials of life. 
 
I was born in May 1945. I was six weeks premature and only weighed four pounds. My father was still away fighting as the 
Second World War was not yet over, so my mother and I were taken by rickety ambulance, to the Isle of Wight, where my 
grandparents lived. My father was an engineers and very clever, as were my two sisters, but I had dyslexia.  
I hated school because of the dyslexia.   
I have always had memory problems as a result of it. I remember my whole class having to learn a poem: every other girl got it, but 
I could only just about remember the first line!  I left school at 16, as soon as I could, and had no idea of what I wanted to do in life. 
My options seemed very limited as I didn’t feel very clever. I was also painfully shy and insecure, so I found social situations quite 
difficult. I did a cookery course and then went to Modelling School. Despite pursuing modelling for a short period, I never had 
confidence in my looks, or thought I was particularly pretty.  
Growing up I called myself a Christian but I didn’t know if God really existed.   
In fact, when I was in my early 20s, I remember walking home from work one day, thinking: “What’s the point of praying? My 
prayers never get answered.” So I decided not to pray anymore. But God is so gracious and, although I turned my back on him, he 
didn’t turn his back on me.  I was living in London, fairly miserable and wasn’t enjoying life very much. My self-esteem was so low. 
I remember walking down the road one day thinking: “I don’t want to have any children” I realised later that not wanting children 
was more about my own feelings of failure, because I didn’t want to give birth to children who were failures too.  
I met my future husband, Johnny, when I was about 24.   
He used to own a house in Sardinia with friends, and my best friend Lu and I were employed to go out as cooks one summer. He 
talked about God all the time, like he really believed he was real. I knew Johnny was an intelligent man, so I began to wonder 
about God again. Johnny told me about a prayer group in London, which I then went to weekly. When I went home to my parents, I 
took myself off to a church. I can’t remember getting anything out of those services, but I was seeking God. It was a very slow 
process. Bit by bit I began to realise that Jesus was real, he loved me and died for me, and I gave my life to him.  
 
I was 29 when we got married, but God had spoken to me about Johnny in the years between.   
For most of that time it looked very unlikely that we would ever get married! But, one of the first times I heard God speak to me, I 
was working in London at the time, and went home to my parents' for the weekend. I was lying in bed, tossing and turning and 
unhappy about life. I was feeling really anxious about my future. Suddenly, I got this amazing sense of peace, and felt God say I 
was going to marry Johnny Wright. I had known him for a few years at that point, but we were never in a serious relationship. 
There was no voice, no thunder; just a deep knowledge, a gift of faith, and it kept me going.  
 
God continued to give me little encouragements, as the relationship didn’t seem to be going anywhere. We went on holiday with 
some friends, fishing in Iceland. There were no fish, so Johnny was really upset and was not being very nice. I went for walk 
behind where we were staying. There was a stream with a little waterfall on a hill. I said to the Lord: “If I am going to marry Johnny, 
please stop the waterfall.” And he stopped it!  
It was as if a piece of glass was put in front of the water; I could see the water at the top, and the water at the bottom, but the 
waterfall had stopped. I was in such a state about it that I asked the Lord to do it a second time, and he did!   
Back in London, circumstances hadn’t really changed, and I was feeling discouraged again. I was coming home from work on the 
bus, and the route passed a church that was always dark and locked. So I said: “OK Lord, please put all the lights on in that church 
if you want me to marry Johnny.” I came round the corner in the bus, and the church was completely lit up. That was the only time I 
had seen it with lights on.  God’s word proved true, and Johnny proposed.  
 
People sometimes marvel at the clear signs I had, but I say, if you get them, it is because you’re going to need them!   
God gave the Israelites dramatic signs when they came out of Egypt – a pillar of fire by night and a pillar of smoke by day.  
They needed those signs as they were about to face even more tests.   
I believe God gave me the signs so I knew without a shadow of a doubt that I was supposed to be married to Johnny. We had 
many difficult years, living off very little money, Johnny got cancer twice, and then, from 1990 to 1992, my husband was on trial. 
We knew he was innocent, and believed God was about to do something wonderful through the whole process, but it was trial by 
jury which decided he must be guilty, even though there was no evidence. He was sentenced to six months in prison. It was 
devastating, but God kept me in a cocoon of peace the whole time. While Johnny was in prison our home was robbed, and that 
was scary, but again, God protected us. It was in the toughest time that he showed me he really is a very present help in times of 
trouble.  
Of course back then it was the done thing to have children and when I had my first child I felt truly content and fulfilled 
for the first time in my life.   
I found I was quite good at being a mother, after being not that good in all the other jobs I had! We had Francis, Jemimah and 
David, but then I discovered I was pregnant again, even though we were not trying.  I told Johnny at breakfast that I thought I was 
expecting another baby. We went into the little room in our house that we use as a chapel, and we prayed. God said: “You are 
going to have twins!” It was a bit of a shock. When I was at the doctors, they said there was something wrong with the pregnancy 
because I was too big for my dates. But when I had the scan, they saw two little heartbeats, and James and John were born safely 
without complications. I was constantly exhausted when all the children were little, but they have been my greatest joy. I have felt 
that being a mother was my calling, and I gave myself to it wholeheartedly.  
 
Twenty years ago, I decided I wanted to help my memory, and ward off anything like Alzheimer’s. I also wanted to know 
more of the word of God. So I starting memorising scripture. I have memorised 1 and 2 Thessalonians, Jude, over 70 psalms and 
specific verses referring to faith and healing. I declare the healing verses daily over my husband as he is currently suffering from 
prostate cancer.   
I have always been shy and reticent, and a bit insecure with a low self-image, which I think a lot of women have.   
So I think I have sometimes appeared unfriendly, which isn’t how I am. I have learned that if you are smiley, friendly and 
encouraging, it changes an atmosphere. I have also learned the importance of living each day as if it could be your last, and to 
stay in communion with the Holy Spirit. That means keeping short accounts, forgiving quickly and not taking offence – which is 
easier said than done!  

 



 

 

God doesn’t want us to just barely get by in 

life. He wants us to thrive and experience the 

fullness of His blessing.  

Not only does He want to meet our needs, 

He wants us to be in a position to reach out 

and help meet the needs of others, too. 

When we pray and ask God for something, it 

opens a supernatural door. Our faith gives 

God something to work with. Faith is what 

pleases Him. Faith moves mountains.  

Did you know that it pleases God when we 

pray bold prayers and ask Him for big 

things? God loves it when we step outside of 

the realm of the possible and totally believe 

what He can do. With God, all things are 

possible! 

Today, get bold with your prayers.  

Ask God for big things. Believe that He is 

working behind the scenes on your behalf. 

Put your faith to work because God is 

faithful. He has big things in store for you, 

and He says to ask Him! 

 

What do you think is the primary purpose of prayer?  
There are many opinions on it, but it can only be understood through our 
relationship with God. My own view is that prayer is entering into the very 
presence of God. There are many reasons we would want to take that step, 
only one of which is to make demands of God. 
Today we too easily understand the word ‘want’ in its material context; goods 
or services to improve my life. Jesus appears to approach ‘want’ from an 
entirely different angle. In the Lord’s Prayer, the only prayer Jesus taught his 
disciples, the opening declares: “Our Father” (Matthew 6:9). This tells me that 
when we pray, we’re always to be conscious that we’re part of something so 
much greater than our own personal horizons. Everything Jesus and the 
whole of the New Testament teaches encourages us to think of more than 
ourselves. 
So, when Jesus says I can ask for anything that I want, this is not an 
invitation to plead for self-gratification. I may, like Jesus in Gethsemane, 
express my felt preference, yet quickly add: “not my will, but yours be done”. 
My preference cannot compete with God’s express will and purpose.  
I can choose to walk away from that will, but I cannot simply order a bespoke 
design for my life. I’ve always to balance my personal desires with those of 
God’s kingdom, for it is God’s name, God’s kingdom and God’s will that fill 
the first half of the Lord’s Prayer. 
As I’ve deepened my own God encounter through continuous prayer I’ve 
increasingly lost my appetite for all ‘those vain things that charmed 
me most’ when younger, in both age and faith.  
Too often in the past my requests, if granted, would have severely limited my 
fruitfulness. Be careful what you wish for! Consider prayer as your 
opportunity to journey deeper into God’s heart. 
 

 

CARTOON     

 

LAUGHTER’s THE BEST 

 

 

PRAYER   POINTS 
1.  I bind every spirit of the air 

attacking my life. I shoot you down 

by fire. 

2.  Any satanic power activating 

problems to keep me out of my 

abundance. Die by fire. 

3.  My destiny, take your place in 

Jesus' Name. 

4.  O God, let me receive my 

overflow of the harvest, in Jesus' 

Name. 

5.  Every stone of trouble or poverty 

placed on my head, I roll you off by 

fire. 

6. You spirit of mammon eating up 

my life, burn to ashes. 

7. I destroy every serpent of hardship 

and I cut off your head. Release my 

prosperity in Jesus' Name. 

8. I possess the keys of prosperity 

from this day forward, in Jesus' 

Name. 

9. O God, give me the favour to enjoy 

the fruits of this land in the Name of 

Jesus. 

 

 

 
As we go into this week and in 

the last month of the year, may 

the Lord go ahead of us to 

break barriers and shatter 

obstacles erected on our ways 

to success and greatness in 

Jesus Christ name amen. 

Wishing you a wonderful time 

in the presence of God today. 
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